
Apprentice 1 
Apprentice Obstacle Pole  

Chief Judge:   Jorge Romo   Lubbock Power & Light  
Assistant Chief Judge: John Hernandez  Bandera Electric Co-Op 
Assistant Chief Judge: John Dillard   Georgetown Electric Utility 
Master Judge:   Mark Busby   Bandera Electric Co-Op 
Master Judge:   Brady Anderson  Lubbock Power & Light 
Advisory Committee:  Jon Bender   MasTec 
Advisory Committee:  Cody Jennings    Titan 
 
Event Summary: 

Close in a solid blade cutout door from the ground with long stick. 

Change out a 1/0 wire spool tie using hand line and material bag for the old and new ties. The tie will not be 
dropped or headached. The spool or upset-bolt/single-up will not be removed or replace. 

Rotate a 8ft fiberglass cross arm to the back side of the pole. The crossarm bolts will need to be removed and 
reinstalled correctly to proceed. See guidelines for details. 

Open the cutout door from the ground with long stick. 

Tie a mystery knot untimed after event is completed.  

Event Parameters: 

A 40ft pole with a 8ft fiberglass cross arm at the top. The cross arm will be 12 inches from the top of the pole. 
Neutral will be 15ft from the ground with 1/0 wire strung out for the neutral. Cutout/arrester standoff bracket 
will be 10ft above the neutral position with a cutout and a solid blade. No locknuts will be use on any bolt 
needing removal. No Hardheads will be used. 

Event Time:  7 mins 

Drop Dead Time: 10 mins 

Time Starts:   

On the judge’s signal after 5-minute window for questions. The climber will not be allowed to touch the pole 
prior to starting and must start within the 10-foot circle. Long stick must be fully retracted. Climber tooled up 
but gaff guards must be on while running the long stick. 

Time Stops: 

Time will stop after all climbing tasks have been completed and the cutout door has been opened. After time 
has stopped the climber will then proceed to using their own handline to tie the mystery knot. Knot will be 
revealed on test day 

Tools/Equipment Required: 

Lineman wrench, hammer, crescent, screwdriver, Klein’s, handline, material bag, long stick. 

Tool/Equipment Supplied: 



New 1/0 spool tie 

Event Guidelines: 

If a climber installs a bolt backward or incorrectly they will be asked to install the bolts correctly before 
descending to the ground or to the next task. Time will not stop or paused during this process. This will ensure 
every climber has the same bolt orientation. 

Climbing tasked may be completed out of order but the cutout door must be closed while climbing. 

Gaff guard will be required while running a long stick 

Climber, tools, and materials must remain inside the 10ft circle at all times during the event. 

Event stops after the knot is completed but judging will still continue. 

• Knots: Bowline on a bight, double sheet bend, clove hitch, running bowline.  
• Knots will be a mystery until apprentice test day. 
• The solid blade cutout door will remain hanging in the cutout and not be removed during the event at 

anytime 
• 1/0 spool tie SPL-1355P 
• Cutout Standoff Bracket Hubble Power System ID #1SBH18CLH  
• Single-up set Bolt 7744 
• Knots: Bowline on a bight, double sheet bend, clove hitch, running bowline.  

 

 



 



            

                                                   



                                                               

 


