
Apprentice  
Hurt Man Rescue 

Chief Judge:   Russel Carroll   Navasota Valley Electric Coop  
Assistant Chief Judge: Larry Lowe   Entergy 
Assistant Chief Judge: Steve Haden   Lubbock Power and Light 
Master Judge:   Kevin Moore   TEEX 
Master Judge:   Ted Gebhardt   United Cooperative Services (Retired) 
Advisory Committee:  Jimmy Hill   Navasota Valley Electric Coop 
Advisory Committee:   Doug Thompson  Pedernales Electric Cooperative 
 
Event Summary: 

This event simulates the rescue of a hurt man on a 40' wood pole.  
• A Bashlin belt 57-N will be used on the mannequin.  
• You must cut the Bashlin 57-A insert.  

o There will be a 10-point deduction for cutting the belt in the wrong place. 
 
Event Parameters: 

• 40’ wood pole with an 8' wood crossarm, with B Phase primary line on the crossarm with no neutral.  
• Looking at the pole from the cross-arm side, the hand line will be hung on the right side.  
• The hurt man mannequin will hang in the center of the pole on the cross-arm side, with both ends of the 

safety strap through the braces.  
• There is a white band painted on each pole. The top of the band is measured from the ground up 6’. From 

the 6’ mark the band goes down 6” (5’ 6” from ground). Total length of band is 6”. 

Event Time:  4 minutes 

Drop Dead Time: Exceeding 4 minutes 

Time Starts:   

At judges' signal with member standing an arm’s length from pole 

Time Stops: 

When mannequin comes to a controlled stop. (Between white band at 6’ and ground) 

Tools/Equipment Required: 

Climbing Belt with Fall Restraint Safety and Positioning Belt and Climbers  
(Hooks), Hardhat, Safety Glasses, Rubber Gloves in bag, and Work Gloves, Work Boots, and Gaff Guards, and a 
knife in a sheath. 
Tool/Equipment Supplied: 

Handline, Mannequin with fall restraint 

Event Guidelines: 

• The climber’s belt and hooks will be located outside ten-foot circle, fall restraint engaged in D-ring.  



• Gaff guards will be on climbers at the judges' start signal.  
• Proper rubber gloves must be used from ground to ground.   
• Climber signals judge verbally to contact 911.  
• Rubber glove bag attached to the belt (Can take glove bag off in 10’ circle) at the start of the event.  
• Gaff guards may be removed when lineman is inside of 10’ circle.  
• You must always take a minimum of one complete wrap around the cross-arm before lowering the 

hurt man. 
• Mannequin shall be tied under arms with three half hitches (eye splice shall not be used as part of 

hitches). The half hitch is the only acceptable knot.  
• Judges will use a 3” PVC conduit between the rope and the mannequin to evaluate the looseness of the 

knot. 
• Points will not be deducted for a “too tight knot” only for a “too loose knot”.  
• Call out “Headache” loudly when you drop your sheave.  
• The sheave is to be dropped within the 10’ circle painted at the base of the pole.  
• The mannequin shall be lowered in a smooth and controlled manner to the ground. 
• The mannequin may contact the pole upon initial swing, but not with pole or ground on its descent.  
• Mannequin’s must come to a controlled stop, and the feet must be even or below the 6’ mark, without 

the mannequin’s feet ever touching the ground. 

Event Specific – (Two-point infractions) 

1. Failure to communicate 911 call to judge 
2. Failure to have all fall restraint buckles buckled and all safeties clipped in D-rings at start of event 
3. Failure to make one complete wrap around the crossarm before cutting safety. 
4. No part of the mannequin is below the white band. 
5. Feet of the mannequin makes initial contact with the ground 
6. Failure to control the fall of the mannequin (Controlled descent, no free-fall) after time is recorded, 

the mannequin needs to be gently lowered to the ground. No deduction for contacting pole after 
time is recorded.  

7. Failure to tie three half hitches properly while on the pole and/or “too loose knot”. 

Event Specific – (Ten-point infractions) 

1. Cutting the belt in the wrong place. 
 

• Judging stops when the apprentice leaves the event area 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 


