
Apprentice  
Pole Climb 

Chief Judge:   Kenny Lehmann  TEEX  
Assistant Chief Judge: Doug Grimm   Bluebonnet Electric 
Assistant Chief Judge: Michael Cooksey  Mid-South 
Master Judge:   Kevin Moore   TEEX 
Master Judge:   Ted Gebhardt   United Cooperative Services (Retired) 
Advisory Committee:  Mike Davis   Centerpoint Energy 
Advisory Committee:  Kirt Wells   Mid-South 
 
Event Summary: 

This event requires demonstration of proficiency of pole climbing and work positioning skills. 

Event Parameters: 

40’ wood pole with an 8’ crossarm, triangle hanging below end of crossarm and ringer atop crossarm, J hook  

Event Time:  4 minutes. 

Drop Dead Time: Exceeding 4 minutes. 

Time Starts:   

At judges signal with climber standing an arm’s length from pole. 

Time Stops: 

Time stops when 1st foot hits the ground. 

Judging continues regarding gaff guards and work gloves while in and out of the 10-foot circle around the 
pole; and good housekeeping regarding disposal of egg in proper trash container. 

Tools/Equipment Required: 

Climbing Belt with Fall Restraint and Climbers (Hooks), Hardhat, Safety Glasses, and Work Gloves, Work Boots, 
and Gaff Guards. 

Tool/Equipment Supplied: 

Small Bag, Lanyard for Bag, and Grade A Large Egg  

Event Guidelines: 

• No climber will be allowed to start with their safety in hand or around the pole. 
• Gaff guards may be removed inside 10’ painted circle. 
• Working gloves must be used ground to ground.  
• Bucket lanyards shall be connected to the bucket as design; no other alterations or configurations are 

allowed.                                                                                                                                                
• Climber shall have lanyard in mouth with attached bucket containing egg at start.  
• Climb pole with egg in bucket.                                                                                                                   
• Only the egg is allowed in the bucket.                                                                                                          



• No padding may be added.                                                                                                                       
• Hang bucket on J hook.  
• With climber in working position, no hands on or arms round pole.  
• Climber must remove the ring from the cross arm and ring the triangle bell.  
• Climber then must replace the ringer atop the cross arm  
• Climber places bucket lanyard back in mouth and climbs down without breaking egg. 
• The climber must be in control at all times 

Event Specific – (Two-point infractions) 

1. Not Following Required Work Procedures 
2. Dropping Bucket or Egg During Assent 
3. Using Padding in Bucket 
4. Not Hanging Bucket on Hook 
5. Failure to ring triangle 
6. Failure to restore ringer 

Event Specific – (Ten-point infractions) 

1. Cracked or Broken Egg 

 



 


